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Easter
Sometime before dawn my Mother would come into my 
room and gently rouse me from my dreams asking that I 
get dressed warmly so we could go to the Easter sunrise 
services held in Bethlehem or Emmaus, Pennsylvania.  
We’d get into the warming car and find the chilly cemetery 
where the service was being held.  I forget the conversations 
we had on the way, but remember the warm affection that 
I felt for my Mom as the two of us drove in the dark toward 
our destination.  After parking we’d slowly walk toward 
the other participants who had come for this ritual.  The 
mournful sound of a trombone choir would fill the space 
between the tombstones, making the arm around my shoul-
ders even more meaningful and our bond more complete.  

Our family followed that tradition when we moved to the 
farm.  For decades we sold Easter flowers by the road for 
a couple of weeks until big box stores undercut our prices, 
and our egg hunts overpowered that weekend for us.  I loved 
those sales.  Not only did the sales give us a boost in income 
when funds were low, but the folks who bought from us, 
in beautiful early spring sunshine or sometimes nor’easter 
downpours, would fill us with community as they chose just 
the right flowers and told of happenings in their families' 
lives.  I truly miss my many flower patrons who came to 
our stand to get their touch of spring for their tables, and 
gifts for their aunts and grandmothers and a smile for me.  

Of course the kids had to help with the stand.  They would 
foil-wrap the pots, put out the flowers in the morning, help 
people get their flowers to their cars (sometimes getting 
well-earned tips from our customers), and put away the 
stand for the night.  In the beginning we generally sold 
out by Sunday.  That morning we would roust out the four 
kids, bundle up, grab the left-over flowers, put them in our 
van then set off to Belle Terre.  One of the first times we 
did this the best excuse given for staying home under the 
warm covers was all of the traffic we would encounter in 
Port Jefferson!  We still laugh at that.  At the end of the 
road through Belle Terre was a turnaround with large 
cement cubes on the edges, put there to keep folks from 
careening down the cliffs below.  We’d put out the flowers 
on the cubes, then the kids would take off down the cliffs 
that surrounded Pirate Cove to the north of Port Jeff har-
bor.  At some point the sun would begin to pop out of the 
eastern horizon, some songs would be sung, conversation 
had and tradition fulfilled.  We would quickly pack up and 
leave as the village police might come and arrest us as the 
signs all about allowed no standing at any time!

That morning Easter baskets would appear and after 
fresh baked cinnamon buns and fresh squeezed orange 
juice were consumed, we’d go out and hunt for the eggs 
the Easter bunny would have left in the Maypole Meadow.  
We’d then open the stand around 10:30 and get a kick out of 
the predictability of the last minute guys who ‘forgot’, and 
their choices for flowers, and enjoy the stream of beautiful 



Continued from first page seventy five folks ran around and enjoyed the event.  The 
next year Kirsten had moved to Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire, yet still wanted to do the event. She ran around New 
Hampshire buying and filling eggs that she deposited into 
large blue plastic bins, strapping them to the top of her 
car for the trip to the island.  Somewhere on the way she 
noticed a fellow flashing his lights and pointing to the top 
of her car.  Then she noticed the eggs scattering in the wind 
behind her, pulled off and secured the lid.  That stretch of 
road probably still has some hidden eggs.

The second year the hunt was held 
twice with two fields designated 
for different age groups.  It had 
it’s share of mayhem, so the follow-
ing year we moved it up the hill, 
had three areas, an Easter bunny 
to pose with, two hunts and lots 
more eggs.  By 2013 we moved up 
to the new open grassy areas that 
had been created after Hurricane 
Sandy decimated the woods and 
we had to re-sculpt so much of that 
area.  We had three areas to hunt in and hundreds were 
now coming to the hunts.  As more folks came problems 
arose that we tried to alleviate.  We held more hunts during 
the day with more eggs, giving out tickets for the hunts 
with admission to the farm.  I have a jaded view of large 
scale events like this.  An Easter Egg Hunt is like a flat 
piñata with greed determining the outcome.  How many 
can you get quickly is the game with the meek left by the 
wayside!  That sense of contest permeates the adults and is 
passed down to the kids.  Every year there are skirmishes 
in the fields.  We ask that each participant take just ten 
eggs so that everybody will get some, but still some become 
egg vacuum cleaners scooping up every egg they can.  We 

people all decked out for Easter family dinners and church 
services.  Eventually Sunday became a much bigger selling 
day as we were often the only stand open for the day.  I’m 
truly sorry for any of you who have lost that touch with 
the farm since we stopped selling the flowers.  We do still 
sell garden starts in May.

Unless the weather was bad we would be open for visits 
Easter weekend.  One particular year we sent out a press 
release that publicized a Baby Barnyard as we had lots of 
babies that early spring.  We added that everyone would 
be able to dye an egg to take home.  At that time a notice 
in Newsday could make or break an event.  I don’t believe 
any other venue on the island had something for kids 
that day, so we had a huge spread in the paper that drew 
legions of people.  I remember sitting in the middle of the 
path by the flagpole telling folks not to come in after 300 
admissions were reached.  It didn’t help and at the end of 
the day a thousand folks paid to see the farm.  Kirsten and 

Jean were boiling and dying 
the eggs and by the end of 
the day we know many of 
them were not completely 
‘hard boiled’!  All of the 
stores within miles of the 
farm were sold out of eggs 
and we were exhausted, es-
pecially Kirsten.  We didn’t 
do that again!

In 2009 Kirsten thought it would be a good idea to hold 
an Easter egg hunt in the front Maypole pasture.  She 
proceeded to buy a bunch of eggs from dollar stores, filled 
them with candy and had one hunt on Easter Sunday.  
We charged a minimal amount to participate and maybe 

When Jean and I were first married we lived in down-
town Northport in a beautiful shipbuilder's house, 
fronted by two huge silver maples that completely shaded 
all but one corner of the property.  I built a box, filled it 
with the best earth I could find and placed it in the sun 
by the sidewalk.  We planted a couple of tomato plants in 
it, then watered and nurtured those plants and watched 
them grow, flower and finally set fruit.  As soon as the 
fruit was ripe…someone came and took the tomato.  That 
act sealed our need to move to a place we could grow our 
own food, and eventually our move to the farm.

It was the first time we tried growing in containers or 
raised beds.  Later when we put up our small fifteen by 
fifteen greenhouse at the farm we had a pathway bisect-
ing two raised beds inside to facilitate planting, picking 
and nurturing the lettuce plants we chose to grow.  When 
we replaced that small greenhouse with our current one 

we planned a couple of rows of raised beds in the garden 
next to the grow-house that would be part of our tour of the 
farm.  Ben finished them a couple of years ago and each 
year since has placed plants in them that we show after we 
march the kids through the greenhouse where baby plants 

Garden Corner: Raised Beds



passed one thousand folks per day three years ago and 
last year had 2,400 folks come on Saturday and over 2,000 
on Sunday!  We put out close to 20,000 plastic eggs with 
candy and toys in the fields last year.  It is a huge boost to 
our bottom line but a horror show for our neighbors within 
parking distance and for the folks who work the day.  This 
year we will again change up the number of fields and 
hunts to try to make the day more palatable.

Of course all of this is rooted in a va-
riety of traditions, beliefs and writings, 
(mostly Christian), that are based on the 
spring equinox and rebirth.  In 325AD the 
Council of Nicaea set Easter to fall on the 
first Sunday after the full moon after the 
spring equinox.  The date is considered a 
moveable feast, as each year it changes.  
As Christians tried to influence people to 
join them, they began to add familiar ritu-
als and symbols to their traditions.  Eggs 
began to represent the tomb of Christ, with 
the cracking of the shell the opening of his 
tomb.  Eggs were forbidden food during 
Lent so the eating of those eggs became 
part of the tradition as well as the dying 
of the eggs exemplify the blood shed on 
the cross.  Since rabbits are such profuse 
breeders they became a symbol of fertility 
and new life.  Put the two together and the 
Easter bunny and colored eggs resulted.  
Germans in Pennsylvania would make a 
nest so the rabbit could deposit the dyed 
eggs.  Soon the nest became a basket, and 
candies were added to the tradition as it 
spread across our country.  Easter egg 
hunts were held by Martin Luther and 

eventually in the Victorian Age in England.  In 1878 Ruth-
erford B. Hayes held the first White House egg roll.  As 
the Day became more secular, rich folks in New York City 
would attend Fifth Avenue Churches then stroll around 
to show off their outfits and hats.  The promenade reached 
its peak with the release of the movie Easter Parade with 
Fred Astaire and Judy Garland.  The words “in your Easter 
bonnet, with all the frills upon it…You’ll be the grandest 
lady in the Easter Parade" stuck to this day.

For the last few years we’ve had the good 
fortune to have real births on these week-
ends.  Both goat kids and lambs have been 
born during the afternoon while our visitors 
roam around the farm at our vendor booths, 
animal pens and gardens.  At the sound of 
the school bell at the corner of the chicken 
pen folks stream down to the back paddock 
to see a real indication of renewal.  It is 
wonderful to see the faces of our visitors as 
they participate in something far-removed 
from their normal lives.  The excitement 
fills the area as the new babies struggle 
to stand, then to suckle for the first time.  
I can only imagine the conversations that 
follow.

Once again this spring, weather willing, 
we’ll be celebrating a holiday with some 
resurrection, some passover, a touch 
of pagan and some movie magic at our 
homestead.  The significant fundamental 
center still is rebirth, and where better 
to celebrate that then a place where life 
rejuvenates all about us.

are growing, then outside between the raised beds where 
we can show them what those plants look like in a garden.  
We use those plants as teaching aides by picking a juvenile 
carrot or radish, or pointing out the peas as they grow up 
the trellises that support them.  In these beds we try to 
have all of the different veggies growing in the garden and 
an assortment of plants showing the leaves, roots, fruit, 
stems and seeds that they could eat at mealtime.

It’s easy to have raised beds at your home.  Find a place 
that give you six to eight hours of sun.  Choose how much 
you want to produce to determine the size of your bed.  
Lots of books in the library or online information can help 
you.  Either buy a ready-made structure or make your own 
out of a non-poisonous material.  Usually these beds are 
rectangular and about three to four feet across to enable 
easy access to the center without stepping into the bed, 
and whatever length you select.  Stake the sides as the 
dirt will bow the walls.  The beds can be almost anywhere, 
but if they are on a hard surface you will need at least a 
foot of dirt to grow certain root crops.  If you want to plant 

over grass simply cover the grass with cardboard, then the 
structure, then dirt.  The cardboard will rot out by the time 
the grass and weeds are dead.  If you have mobility issues, 
make the beds at a height that will allow you to work the 
soil from a height just right for you.  

Find the best soil you can to fill the box.  Putting a porous 
layer at the bottom will help if your soil is predominantly 
clay.  Top dress with as much compost as you can.  I un-
derstand that the Holtsville Ecology site gives it away for 
free.  Try calling a horse farm or stable to see if you can 
haul away some of their manure at the end of the summer 
to put on top of your bed, let rot, then fork into your soil in 
the spring to nourish your plants.  Start your own compost 
pile adding leaves, food leftovers and other organic materi-
als to also add in the spring.  Choose plant varieties that 
you will use and read up on companion planting as many 
plants benefit each other while growing in close proximity.  
It is amazing how much food a small bed 
can produce right outside your door, and how 
fulfilling eating what you grow can be.
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Have you noticed how many people begin sentences with 
the word “So”? It is a speech habit on par with “Um” or 
the dreaded “Like”.  Maybe it will change with the end of 
this decade.  “So”, happy Spring 2019!  The farm is under 
a freeze as I write this but not 
much snow this year so far.  
I think we had so much rain 
in 2018 that it is giving us a 
rest.  Our sons, David and 
Sam are excavating, trying 
to use down time on the farm 
to redirect the water from its 
current path of flow, to fill in 
areas that have eroded and 
to change topography a bit to 
make a new spot for the sum-
mer water slide, drain the 
standing pool by the compost 
pile, drain off the parking lot,  
and hopefully keep the water 
from entering the basements 
of several of our houses.  

Last fall was relatively quiet on the farm with visitors, but 
our son, Ben was busy hosting the last four of six wedding 
events that were held here this year.  There were quite 
a few at our Fiddle and Folk Fest in September, and the 

Harvest Fest weekend was a success, but weekends in 
general, with rain part of every weekend, were small in 
attendance.  Class trips and Colonial Programs continued 
into November and then we put the farm to bed.  Three 
of our mom goats visited with the billy goat at Goodale’s 
Farm in Aquabogue for a few months.  They are home now 
and hopefully will be kidding in early April.  

Those of you who remember 
our swirly dog, Gracie will be 
sad to hear that she passed 
away on October 6th.  Gracie 
was born with neurological 
problems which made her 
move in clockwise circles.  
Our son Sam took her to live 
with his dog Odie and sev-
eral cats and with his care 
and support Gracie lived a 
long full life. I’m sure she is 
circling over the farm now.  
Over the Christmas holiday 
we were visited by a pair of 
Huskies, who got under our 
fence and wreaked havoc on 

our rabbit hutches, killing the two young males who we 
were counting on for spring breeding.  We are working 
on replacing them and setting up for the coming season’s 
activities.

Brand new this year is 
our Winter Break Camp! 
Two fun-filled days at 
the start of Maple Week 
are offered this year 
for kids 7-11, from 9 to 
1 PM.  If you are not 
going away during the 
school break, come and 
join us for some winter 
farm fun!

We are now preparing 
for Maple Syrup Days 
with many scouts and 
home-schoolers signed 
up for our two hour 
workshops. Families 
and individuals are welcome Saturday afternoon without 
registration from 12 to 4.  You may tour at your own pace 
and learn the art of making maple syrup in your own 
backyards. 

Registration is now open for spring and summer events, 
Spring break camp, and out popular Summer camp! Be 
sure to check your calendar and register as we are lim-
ited in the number of kids we can enroll.  Regular open 
weekends begin in April 12-4 on designated weekends. 
Please check our calendar and mark yours to come and 

Comings and Goings



visit this spring for baby animals, garden seedlings and 
our special weekend events on Easter Weekend, May Day 
and Strawberry Fair. 

Friends and fam-
ily news: Last Sep-
tember and Bob 
and I headed north 
t o  P o r t s m o u t h 
where our daughter 
Kirsten was co-host-
ing the Portsmouth 
Ted X talks. From 
there we traveled to 
Maine and the Fitz 
famiily camp for the 
wedding celebration 
of Michele Fitz and 
TJ Souza. Septem-
ber 9th, Tobia David 
was born to Kelley 
and Brad Alleger. 
Kelly is the daugh-
ter of our friend 
Chris Duffy and the 
second grandchild 
for Chris this year!  
Shortly after that 
our grandson, Kelan 
Loux, who gradu-
ated High School 
last June, left on a 
cross country odd-
essy during what he 
calls his “gap year” 

from school with 4 of his best buds.  We wish him an excit-
ing year, and we just heard that he has applied to several 
colleges and has been accepted so far, into at least one for 
next year!  Congrats again Kelan!

On October 2nd we are proud to announce the birth of our 
first granddaughter, Agnes Wells Benner to Juliet and David 
Benner!  Aggie is the second girl child, after her Aunt Kirsten, 
born in the Benner family in generations! Her big brother, 
Hank, who is perhaps the cutest child on this earth, is very 
caring and protective of this new addition to their family.

Chris Duffy”s third 
child, Patrick and wife 
Sophie gave birth to a 
baby boy, Giampiero 
Leo Duffy on October 
23rd.  All three Duffy 
children gave Chris 
three beautiful grand-
sons and she has been 
flying cross country 
from Oregon all year to 
see and be with them!  
Congratulations to all 
the Duffy clan.  I hope 
they have lots of cousin-
time to come!

November 9th brought 
the birth two new babies!  Jackson Stone Howel, born to 
Laura Stone and Chris Howel.  Some of you may remember 
Laura as a teacher and camp director of our summer Tot 
Camp. The second birth, Jude Lynn Fitz Souza was born to 
TJ Sousa and Michele Fitz who is the daughter of our friends 
John and Linda Jenkins Fitz.  Michele’s brother Jamie 

and wife Julia left family 
Christmas eve festivities 
in Portland Me, to hurry 
back to their home in New 
Hampshire in time for the 
early Dec 25th birth of their 
daughter, Lisa Lynn Fitz. 
Merry Christmas to all!

January has been mild, 
snow has held off, but the 
babies keep coming!  On 
January 14th, Meaghan 
Hait Chartier, daughter 
of Bob’s teaching buddy, 
David Hait, gave birth to 
her 4th child Maili Ca-
pri. And on January 18th 
Laura and Anthony Nero 

had a baby boy, Anthony Drexel aka “Nino”.  We wish you 
all Health, happiness and hope that all your comings and 
goings are good ones. 



Workshops for Kids

 Register Online, bennersfarm.com

Workshop for Adults   

Caterpillars & Critters (kids 3 and up), April 14th
Make and take home a foot-long caterpillar that will grow 
into a flower garden.  Learn about the bugs and critters 
that live in the garden.  Taught 
by Erica Heilman 10-12 $35

Bunny Blast 
(kids 4 and up), April 13th
This hands-on bunny work-
shop allows children to hold 
and snuggle with some of our 
new baby bunnies.  Children 
will learn about the care and 
feeding of rabbits, make a soft 
bunny craft and more. Taught 
by Judy Wilson 10-12 $35

Cuddle and Care for Barn-
yard Babies (kids 3 and up), April 
27th & May 18th  Our popular 
introduction to our new baby 
animals will run twice.  Children will be introduced to all 
of our baby animals and discover what they eat, how they 
grow and how we take care of them.  Choose the best one 
for your schedule.  Taught by Farm Staff, 10-12 $35
Faerie Houses  (kids 5 and up), May 4th
If you believe in faeries, join us to build special houses for 
them to spend the coming seasons. Make them strong and 
cozy and put them in your garden so they will stay with you 
all summer long! Taught by Erika Heilmann 10-12 $35

We are booking now for both spring and fall school trips. Our 
hands-on programs allow children to pet and cuddle all our farm 
babies and learn about life on a farm.  Extended trips allow time for 
group demonstrations and a more involved tour.  We also provide 
hands-on Colonial farm programs for elementary children both 
in school or on the farm.  Experiences are designed to show how 
folks lived many years ago and allow children to try their hand at 
doing some of the chores and crafts of yesteryear. 
         Call us for more information 631-689-8172.          

School Field Trips

Easter Egg Hunts
Easter Weekend
April 20th & 21st, Three 
hunts starting at 12:30.  

Bring your own basket, 
and a camera so you can 
capture your little ones as 
they discover bright eggs 
filled with treats hidden 
just for them!  Free with 
admission to the farm.  
Come early, spots are 
limited.

Chicken Workshop May 4th  Want your own eggs? 
This workshop will go over basic strategies to raise a 
small flock. Housing , breeds, care, incubation, legal-
ity, fertilizer and benefits will be discussed 1-3 $35

Spring Break Fun...on the farm!
(children ages six to fourteen)

Designed for those of you who are not going on vacation 
over the spring holiday.  What better way to spend your 
spring vacation than joining in the outdoor fun we have 
planned here on the farm!  Kids will start seeds for their 
own gardens, watch chicks hatch from eggs, help with farm 
chores, and care for the new little goats and lambs, play 
lots of games, make unique crafts and enjoy tractor rides 
and trips to the big swing.  The days will fly by and the 
memories will last for years to come!  (9AM.-1PM. $250)  If 
you are busy part of the week, you may register for a day 
or more at a daily rate. ($60) April 22nd - 26th 

Eat Dirt You Worm (kids 5 and up), May 11th 
Learn about worms: what they eat, how they live, why 
they are important to us. They will study composting 
and make their own "starter compost" with real red 
wrigglers. Taught by Erika Heilmann 10-12 $35
Grow and Taste Garden  (kids 5 and up), May 25th  
It's Spring! Let's get our hands dirty and plant some seeds! 
We'll plant an edible vegetable and flower garden to take 
home, pick from our early spring garden and taste what 
your seeds will grow to be!  Taught by Erika Heilmann 
10-12 $35
Sensational Strawberries (kids 4 and up), June 2nd
Join us as we hike to the strawberry field, pick ripe fruit and 
make delicious goodies to eat, take home and enjoy. Help 
transform our delicious strawberries into jam, ice cream, 
cupcakes and more.  Farm Staff, 10-12  $40



Fiddle and Folk Fest

Join us on June 8th and 9 th  for an old-fashioned fun-filled 
and delicious celebration of one of nature's finest treats.  
Our organic strawberries will be chocolated, sundaed, 
jammed, waffled and available by the pint or quart.  Try 
a sample of Bob’s famous strawberry ice cream and spend 
the day on our farm playing old-fashioned games with your 
children, listening to homemade music, enjoying the farm, 
the animals, and having some good old-fashioned fun!

Mayday Celebration
Our 27th May Day Celebration will be held Sunday, May 
6th.  Bring the family and celebrate the coming of spring 
with live music, dance, and flowers!   Dance around the 
maypole, enjoy live old time and dance, feed and 
cuddle our baby animals, and enjoy the traditional crafts, 
vendors and food at our old-fashioned festival.  Proceeds 
support Homestead Arts Inc., a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to enriching our cultural heritage.  

Strawberry Fair Weekend

Three Stages, Great Music, Dance, Food and Fun.  This year 
featuring three great acts to be announced.  This end of  sum-
mer treat is held on Sept. 15th, 11 - 7

 Summer Camps 
Programs are available by the week, half-day  (AM, 9-12 & PM, 
1-4) or Full Day  (9-4) for kids 3-16.  With a different theme each 
week, campers are busy learning about animals, plants and 
nature, history, science, crafts, and food.  With fun and games 
of all kinds, special guests, and creative endeavors, our camp-
ers are assured of a wonderful and 
entertaining summer experience.  
Eight full weeks are available this 
year. Every camper gets a special 
limited edition farm T shirt.  Snacks 
are provided morning and afternoon.  
Full-day campers must bring their 
own lunch.

 Our Kinder Kamp youngest group 
is specially designed for tots and early 
school-aged children.  We maintain a 6:1 
camper to counselor ratio with this group.  
This active hands-on program will surely delight your youngsters as 
they experience and learn about the animals and plants of the farm.  
Crafts, snacks, music, and lots of fun will be had by all.  Classes are 
small, so register early! Ages: 3 through 6 years.

 Our Explorer group follows children through most of their 
elementary years.  It is the largest group of campers and they par-
ticipate in a  range of exciting farm, nature and craft experiences.  
Ages: 7 to 11 years.

 The Senior camp group is 
designed to accommodate our 12-16 
year-old campers.  These older campers 
will spend their time delving deeper 
into the workings of the farm as well 
as exploring interests in our ecological, 
historical and natural surroundings.  
Additionally, they will be encouraged 
to participate in creative independent 
and group projects and presentations.
 All of these groups will be in 
close proximity to one another and we 
are sensitive and flexible with siblings 

and friends who wish to interact with one another.
 Counselor In Training (CIT) program for select 15 through 16 year-
olds who apply and meet our criteria. (Call for information) 

  Before and After-Care Available!  8-9AM and/or 4-5PM



Exit 62 L.I.E. North, (Nichols Rd.), to 25A, East 5 lights, Right 
on Old Town Rd. (at Apple Bank).  Right at Stop sign, (Gnarled 

Hollow Rd.).  Second and Third driveway on Right side.

E-Mail address:  folks@bennersfarm.com
Web site:  www.bennersfarm.com

Register for Courses and Camp online!

Directions to Benner's Farm

CALL FOR DATES AND TIMES
631-689-8172 or bennersfarm.com

   Benner’s Farm is open to the public weekends, 
12-4 P.M. for our Baby Barnyards April 6th & 7th 
through our Strawberry Festival weekend June 
8th & 9th. Our nominal fee of $8/Adult and $6/Seniors/
Child, (2-16) (tax included) entitles you to visit with 
our animals, walk through our nature trails and 
participate in special events and public talks.  Our 
special Baby Barnyard weekends will be featured 
to introduce you to all our new animals. 
Birthday Parties, Weddings and Private Parties 
can be arranged by calling our office at 631-689-
8172 or email: folks@bennersfarm.com 

After School for Kids

Calendar Saturday Events

The Little Store

   Mommy and Me  Our popular program for 2 and 
3 year olds in which parent (or care giver) and child 
explore their senses as they learn about the farm by 
seeing, touching, smelling, hearing and even tasting.  
A snack, a song and activity complete the fun of each 
session. 
   Farm Fun is for young farmers aged 4-6.  Meet and 
learn about a new animal each session. Learn about 
spring on the farm by growing plants and holding 
and feeding farm babies.  
   Down on the Farm  Boys and girls 7 and up learn 
about farm life through hands-on experience with 
animals, gardens and chores. This spring we will 
study baby animals, incubate and hatch eggs, plant 
seeds and grow food. This active hour reinforces re-
sponsibility and group cooperation. 

A large assortment of seasonal goods: garden seedlings, 
produce, eggs, t-shirts, jams, honey, soaps and other farm 
products.  Open weekends in the spring, noon till four

February, Violet
1 Online registrations begin
2 Groundhog Day
5 Chinese New Year of the Pig
14 Valentines Day
21-24   Workshops/visits for scouts 
23  Maple Sugaring Demonstration

March, Daffodil 
5 Mardi Gras
10 Daylight Savings begins
20 Vernal Equinox, Spring begins 5:58 PM, Full Sap Moon

April, Daisy
1 April Fools Day
6 Kids Workshop 1 Caterpillars and Critters
6 - 7 Open Weekends 12-4 fOr BaBy Barnyards
9 1st session of Mommy and Me and other courses begin
13 Kids Workshop 2 Bunny Blast,
19 Full Egg Moon
20 Passover
20 EastEr Egg Hunts at 1:00, 2:30 & 3:45
21 EastEr, EastEr Egg Hunts at 1:00, 2:30 & 3:45
22 - 26    Spring Break Fun on Farm Camp starts
27 Kids Workshop 3 Cuddle and Care
22 Earth Day

May, Lily
4 Kids Workshop 4 Faerie Houses  Adult Chicken workshop, 
5 Mayday Celebration
11-12    Mothers Day herb anD Plant sale WeekenD

11 sheeP anD Fiber WeekenD, Kids Workshop 5 Eat Dirt 
you Worm

12 Sheep and Fiber Weekend, Sheep Shearing, Fiber 
Days 

14 2nd sessions of Mommy and Me and other
 courses start
18 Kids Workshop 6 Cuddle and Care,  Full Flower Moon
25 Kids Workshop 7 Grow and Taste Garden  

June, Rose
1 Kids Workshop 7 Sensational Strawberries
8-9 Strawberry Fair Weekend
17 Full Strawberry Moon
21 Summer Solstice 11:54 AM 
27, 28, and July 1,2,3   First Week of Camp, Animals theme

July, Larkspur
4 Independence Day
8 Second Week of Camp, Garden theme
15 Third Week of Camp, Science theme
16 Full Buck Moon
22 Fourth Week of Camp, Music theme
29 Fifth Week of Camp, Colonial theme

August, Gladiolus
5 Sixth Week of Camp, Habitat/wildlife theme
12 Seventh Week of Camp, Food theme
12-13   Perseid Meteor showers
15 Full Sturgeon Moon
19 Eighth Week of Camp, Funny Farm theme

September, Aster
16 Fiddle and Folk Festival


